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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TUNIS 04891 101059Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EB-08 ISO-OO /019 W 

071594 110527Z/14 

R 101000Z JUL78 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1763 

UNCLAS TUNIS 4891 

USDOC PASS CAGNE: PLANAGAN 


E.O.l 1652: NA 
TAGS: BTIO TS 

SUBJ: PROCUREMENT OF TENDER DOCUMENTS 


1 . WHEN TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND ENTERPRISES 
ISSUE CALLS FOR TENDER ON MAJOR PROJECTS, THEY CHARGE 
SOMEWHERE BETWEEN $100 AND $800, ACCORDING 
TO SIZE AND COSTS INCURRED IN PREPARING TENDER DOCUMENTS 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 


2. INTERESTED US COMPANIES USUALLY PAY BY BANK TRANSFER 
OR INTERNATIONAL MONEY ORDER. FROM OUR OWN EXPERIENCE, 
EITHER PROCEDURE TAKES ABOUT TWO WEEKS UNTIL LOCAL AGENCY 
GETS NOTICE. CASHES MONEY AND MAILS DOCUMENTS. THIS IS 
CONSIDERABLE DELAY CONSIDERING THAT (A) LEAD TIME IS 
SELDOM OVER SIX WEEKS, AND(B) THAT US FIRMS 

NORMALLY MUST HAVE TENDER DOCUMENTS TRANSLATED FROM 
FRENCH INTO ENGLISH, (AND THEN PUT OFFER INTO FRENCH). 

3. TO OVERCOME THIS HANDICAP. EMBASSY PROPOSES THAT 

(A) US FIRMS DESIROUS OF PURCHASING TENDER DOCUMENTS 
DEPOSIT NECESSARY AMOUNT WITH COMMERCE, 

(B) COMMERCE CABLE EMBASSY FISCAL DATA, SO THAT (C) 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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EMBASSY CAN IMMEDIATELY PURCHASE DOCUMENTS AND AIRPOUCH 
THEM TO COMMERCE FOR TRANSMITTAL TO REQUESTING FIRM. 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE COMMERCE CONCURRENCE 
IN PROPOSED PROCEDURE, WHICH WE BELIEVE WILL CONSIDERABLY 
INCREASE COMPETITIVENESS OF US COMPANIES ON TENDERS 
IN TUNISIA. MULCAHY 
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